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W who mt in 
Sthoer-Street, November 29, 
17 32- 
Gentlemen, 7 
SEED; Readily attended the In- 


= vitation given me, to 
meet as above, but with 


—— no other Intention than 
to give my Suffrage on that Side of 
the Queſtion, which ſhonld appear to 
me moſt reaſonable in it ſelf, and 
moſt ſuitable ta the preſent Juncture. 
M9 But 


Ex. 


But the very great Majority, by which | 

it was carried to diſagree with the 
Report of your Committee, and ſome 
other Obſervations I made: on my At- | f 
tendance there, have occaſioned my 
addreſſing you in this Manner. 


It was with great Satisfaction, in 
the Run of the Debates of that Day, 
I heard ſo many Gentlemen patheti- 
cally perſwade to Unanimity; this 
ſeemed to be the general Senſe of the 
Speakers on both Sides of the Queſti- 
on, and has given me good Reaſon to 
hope, that notwithſtanding your dif- 
ferent Apprehenſions, in reſpect to the 
Report, made to you by the Com- 
mittee, you are determined to main- 
tain a firm and inviolable Union a- 
mongſt your ſelves, and with the reſt | 

of your Brethren : This has been, 
| and, 


have ſet them to work. 


(3) 


and, I hope, will continue to be, your 


diſtinguiſhing Character, in all your 


Concerns, either as Bellhme, or Chri- 
ſtians. This will lead you in all 'fu- 


ture Proceedings, to due Temper and 


Candour: This will diſpoſe you to 
receive Things in their proper Light 
and Evidence, as it will lead you to 
try every Propoſition by the Rules of 
Reaſon, and the Truth of Facts; 
and not to ſuffer Gloſſes and falſe 
Lights to impoſe themſelves up- 
on you: This will ſtrengthen you in 
what you think fit further to purſue, 


will defeat the artful Attempts, and 


low and ungenerous Defigns of thoſe. 
who would divide you, and will de- 


| ſtroy the Engines which have already 
7 beenemploy'd in this Deiign, ſo much 


below the Character of "thoſe who 


But 


(6) 


But then ſurely, this Unanimity 
ſhould extend farther than the City 
of Landon; you ſhould confider your 
ſelves but as a ſmall Part of the Body 
to which you are united, and ſhould 
aim at ſuch a Comportment, in all your 
farther Conſultations, as may concur 
with the Sentiments of your Brethren 
in the Country, and your other Prote- 
ſtant Fellow-fubjefts, who feel them- 
ſelves under the Burden of the Acts 
you deſire the Repeal of. 


I am fully perſwaded, all will agree 
with me in this, That our Country 
Brethren fhould no more be thought 


to be included in any Reſolves that 
may hereafter be taken in London, if 


the far greater Part of the Voices in 


the Country, ſhall happen to be on 
the 


| 


C9) 
the contrary Side of the Queſtion, 
than the Gentlemen in London would 
apprehend themſelves to be included 
in the Minority here, when the Ma- 
jority among themſelves, aud alſo of 
their Country Brethren, is manifeſtly 
with them. This is the Unanimity, 
without which, Societies themſelves 
cannot ſubſiſt ; if the Minority were 
not to give into the Sentiments of, 
and unite to the Majority, they muſt 
neceſſarily ſeparate from them, or dif 
ſolve : This would evidently break 
aſunder all Society, and lay the 
Foundation of Anarchy and endleſs 
Confufion ; but the ſubmitting to, 
and ad mitting the whole to be in- 
cluded in the notorious and evident 
Senſe of the Majority, is the Unani- 
mity which, I apprehended, I heard 
_ for that Day : This 3s the 


Una- 


(8) 


Unanimity which I would take up- 
on me to perſwade you to: This is 
the Unanimity which will render yon 
uſeful to all who ſhall, at any Time, 
need your Aſſiſtance; and therefore 


this is the Unanimity which alone can 
give you Succeſs in your preſent laud- 
able and righteous Attempt. 


And when you reflect on the ſub- 
ject Matter of what you have fo far 
reſolved to purſue, will 1t not give 
Life and Vigour to your Reſolution ? 
What is it leſs than the unqueſtion- 
able Right of every free-born Engl:/4- 
man, conſidered either in his civil or 


religious Capacity ? What Reaſon 


can be given for depriving you of 
your natural Rights, or laying you 
under ſuch Marks of Diſtinction and 
Humiliation, any more than any other 

Bri- 


©. 
„ 
„8 Ga 


(9) 
Eil Subjects: 2 Vour civil and reli- 
gious Rights are yours, by the Laws 


of God and Nature, and can never 


juſtly be taken from you; unleſs you 
your ſelves have done ſomething to 
forfeit them. When have you then 


| made this Forfeiture 2 Was the Teſt- 


Act (however unrighteous) levelled 
againſt you, when firſt enforced ? or, 
how came the Edge of it afterwards 
to be turned againſt you? Was it 


with Deſign to ſtrengthen the Pro- 


teſtant Intereſt among us, or to abet 
and encourage its n 
you any Enemies but thoſe who di- 


reckly, or by juſt Conſequence, are 


Enemies to that ? Under a Prote- 
ſtant King, whoſe Glory it is to reign 


in the Hearts of his Subjects, by ma- 


king them all eaſy and happy, whence 
have you Oppoſition to feat ? Were 
B you 


ſtrious Houſe ? 


(10) 


ing all (I think I may fay) you, 
to a Man, oppoſed your ſelves a- 
gainſt them; and is not the Succeſs 
of that Oppoſition apparent at this 
Day * ? Or have you, fince that hap- 


you Oppoſers of the Settlement of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his illu- 
Or were you not ra- 
ther the heartieſt and firmeſt Friends 
to its Settlement and taking Place? 
Or have you, at any Time ſince, 
deviated from thoſe Sentiments? Is 
it not notoriouſly known, what a | 
glorious Stand was 1 by ſome 
amongſt you, at the Cloſe of a late 
Reign, when Deſigns were on Ft 
to enervate, or rather ſet aſide that 
happy Settlement ? What Solicita- 
tions, what Courtings, what laviſh | 
Promiſes, were made you to abet | 
thoſe Meaſures ? And notwithſtand- * 
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2 Sentiments or Meaſures ? Have you 


62 


py Settlement took Place, altered your 


by your Votes, or otherwiſe, clogged 
the Wheels of Government? or any 
ways encouraged ſuch as have? Your 


Attachment was always to Things, 
as well as Perſons ; and therefore you 
could not conſiſtently, with your own 


Sentiments, abet thoſe who were any 
ways Infringers of that Liberty and 


Property which you apprehended the 
juſt Right of every Briton. Did you 


contribute any Thing to the unna- 
tural Rebellion which broke out a- 
mong us in the Beginning of his 
late Majeſty's Reign? Or did not 


you rather in your ſeveral Stations 


and Capacities, diſown and oppoſe 


it? Were not you very inſtramental 
in ſuppreſſing it? And did any of his 


Majeſty”: s Subjects more cordially re- 
B 2 Joice 


CE 12) 


joice at the Defeat of that monſtrous | 
Attempt, than your | ſelves ? ? And have 
ou not continued to af uniformly | 
to the ſame Meaſures ever ſince, and 
thereby contributed much to the Safe- 
ty and Tranquillity of their preſent 4 
Majeſties, and in that, to the Secu- 
rity of the Proteſtant In tereſt in theſe | 
Nations? And can you reaſonably ; 
doubt, that on your making proper 
Application, i in a becoming Manner, 
you will be denied the common Li- : 
berty of Britiſh Subjects! ? Do you 4 
expect it to be done without your 
Application ? Is this in Character: | 
1 think not ; and that you have no- 
thing to complain of, if, while you | 
do not ſeek, you as not find. If | 

therefore you will proceed | to take 
proper Meaſures to obtain the Repeal 
of the — and Tel. Acts, _ oh 


4»? | 


EF. the 


a 
the Foot of civil Liberty, I think 


it is evident you will not fail of Suc- 
ceſs. 


But give me Leave alſo to lay 
this Aﬀair before you, as it affects 
you in Jour religious Capacities ; 
and fee in what Light it will then 
appear ; and whether, as Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, you can fairly neg- 
le& the Opportunity which now of- 
fers for the promoting of the Inte- 
reſt of Chriſtianity. Are you not 
ſceking to reſcue the moſt ſolemn 
Rite of our holy Religion, from a 
Profanation which calls aloud for Re- 
dreſs ? the Proſtitution of the ſaered 
Symbols of the Body and Blood of 
our crucified Redeemer to civil Pur- 
poſes ? Is not he the King and Law- 
Siver of his own Church; and has 
at I not 


(14) 
not he the ſole Right of giving Laws 
to it? Has not he laid us under a 
perpetual Obligation of doing this 
in Remembrance of him, until he 
comes to judge his Church and the 
World ; and expreſly. declared to us | 
with what Views we are to do this, 
and to what Ends and Purpoſes ? 
What then is altering the Views and 
the glorious Ends and Purpoſes to 
which . himſelf has expreſly confined 
it, to low, ſervile, and warldly Pur- | 
poſes, leſs than High-Treaſon againſt | 
him; as it is weakening his King- | 
dom, and ſtrengthening the King- 
dom of Satan? And can you fit ſtill, 
and by your Silence, give Encou- 
ragement to ſuch an Abomination ; 
when a Juncture ſo fairly offers for 
bearing your Teſtimony againſt it, 
and n it to its primitive In- 
ſititution © 
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ſtitution? Who will oppoſe you in 


this ? Can any, who call themſelves 


Chriſtians and Miniſters of Chriſt Þ 


Are not theſe equally concerned with 


you to reſcue his Appointment from 
this great and ſcandalous Profanation, 
and will they not heartily concur 
with you in it ? How many Mini- 
ſters in the Eſtabliſhment, within 
the Compaſs of my own Knowledge, 


and from credible Information; and 


how many more, whoſe Sentiments 
it is impoſſible for me to know, have 
often, in private Converſation, with 
Grief, complained of it, and of the 
hard Dilemma they lay under, of 
being obliged to adminifter the ſa- 


cred Elements to notoriouſly unfit 


Subjects, or riſque the lofing Bread 
for (it may be) a numerous Fami- 
ly? Further, How many in civil 

Em- 


(16) | 
Employments, that have ſhuddered 
at the Obligation this Law lays up- 
on them, inſtead of approaching the 
holy Table with that Comfort which 
uſually attends meet and prepared | 
Subjects, have approached it with 
Fear and Horror, and declared it not 
out of Choice, but in Obedience to 
the Laws, that they might not be 


deprived 'of Subfiſtence ? Is this a | 


ſuitable Frame of Mind for the great 
Ends of that facred Appointment ? 
Is this a diſcerning the Lord's Bo- 
dy ? Or is it not rather eating and 
drinking Condemnation to themſelves ? 
And would not ſuch be gladly re- 
leaſed from this terrible Obligation ? 
Yes, ſurely they would, and hearti- 


ly concur with you in eng their 
Releaſe. 


Nor 
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Nor i is it t leſs addeatiable; that the 
ſubſiſting of this Act has been a 
great Means of encreaſing the Infi- 
delity of the preſent Age: Have not 
they who disbelieve the Goſpel, an 
Argument hereby put into their 
Mouths againſt Believers? May . 
not with great A ppearance of Ren- 
ſon, retort upon you; If you, in Rea⸗ 
lity, believe as you profeſs, can you 
ſo manifeſtly miſapply one of the 
greateſt Rites, and moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing Characteriſticks of your holy Re- 
ligion, ſo contrary to the declared 
Defign of the Inſtitution ? Our bleſ- 
ſed Lord; at the Time of Inſtitu- 


tion; aid to his Diſciples, Do this 


in — of me; of my Suffer- 
ings Death, Burial and Reſurrecti- 


on: But this Law, in Effect ſays, 


:  XF 


(185) 


Do this for worldly Honours, Pre- f 
ferments and Profit. The great Apo- 
ſtle of the Gentiles, by Inſpiration ; 
and Direction from his Lord and 


Maſter, ſays, As oft as you eat this 
Bread, od drink this Cup, you ew 
forth the Lord's Death till he come 
until he come to judge his Church 
and the whole World. But this Law, 
in Effect, ſays, Eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, three Times a Year 
at leaſt, to ſecure to your ſelves your 

worldly Honours and Emoluments ; 


or in Default of your fo doing, you 


ſhall be adjudged to Deprivation, 
Forfeiture and Penalties ; 8 
too great for ſome of you to com- 
ply with; and can this be any ways 
agreeable to the Defign of this Inſti- 
tution ? Is it not rather a great 
* Block, and Rock of Of- 
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fence i ; 


1 


fence to ſuch Disbelievers, as oe” as 


to many fincere upright Chriſtians ? 


And can you fit ſtill and be inactive, 
when you have ſo fair an Opportuni- 


ty for reducing it to its primitive In- 
ſtitution; or how will you excuſe 


ſuch Neglect i in the oy: _y of le. 
tribution ? | 


And * ne 1 have ta- 
ken the Liberty to lay this great 


Affair before you in the Light, which, 


I apprehend, it ſhould be repreſen- 
ted in, to ſuch as profeſs to govern 
themſelves by the great Principles 


of civil and religious Liberty. I am 


very ſenſible, the Subject would ad- 
mit of other forcible Arguments; and 
thoſe I have uſed, might be drawn 
out to a much greater Length; but 


as I am conſcious of my own Inabili- 
1 ties 


( 20 5 | 
ties on the one Hand, ſo on the other | 
Hand, ſuch is my Opinion of you | 
to whom I addreſs my ſelf, that | 
doubt not, theſe Hints will be ſuffi 
cient to excite your own Reflection g 
and Conſideration; and that you 
will goyern your ſelves in what you 
ſhall farther do in this Affair, as be- 
comes good Subjects, good Proteſtants, 
and good Chriſtians, according to the 
exacteſt Rules of Decency, and Pra- 
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I ſhall N _ dener to offer fur. 
ther, what, I think, will be ſuffici- 
ent to abviite an Intimiation made by 
'A Gentleman, who had a conſidera- 
ple Share in the Debates of that 
Night, and which 1 could not un- 
derſtand, if it were not to the fol- 
lowing Puir pole, vir. That Umbrage 
e RT wight | 
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On 


was 2 latent Intention HK + this Pro. 
ceeding of ſtirring up a Spirit, in- 
conſiſtent with the known Duty of 
Diſſenting Proteſtants to lawful Go- 
vernors ; and that in Cafe ſuch a 


Conſtruction ſhould. happen to be 
put thereon, it might be interpreted 


to your Diſadvantage. I was of Opi- 


nion that this Objection was ſuffici- 
ently obviated by the general Scope 


of the Reaſons offered for the Fit- 
neſs and Seaſonableneſs of your pre- 
ſent Application ; but however, ſhall 
beſtow a few Thoughts to take off 


its Force: J cannot ſee that it has 


any Tendency to raiſe an ill Spirit, 
but rather a Spirit of Compaſſion 


and Concern for, and Tenderneſs to- 
wards ſuch as are under the unhap- 


PY — of bringing Guilt on 


them- 


(2) 


themſelves. If whatſoever i is not or 


Faith is Sin, who can be guiltleſs 
that comes ta the Table of the Lord 
with wrong or mixed Views, or in 
doubtful Suſpence of Mind? And 
have not many Inſtances proved this 


to be the Caſe ? But will this Stum- | 
bling · Block continue in the Way of | 
ſuch, when the. Teſt- Act ſhall be re- 


pred} P 


Again, can that Frm a Tendency 
to create an ill Spirit that has a di- 
rect Tendency to create Love and 
Unity among Chriſtians of different 
Conceptions, reſpecting the Modes 


and Externals of Religion? The near- 
er we come to each other in Chari- 


ty and cordial Benevolence, and the 
fewer Marks of Diſtinction and Sepa- 
ration there are among us, the greater 


> hs am a 2 RN | oo > t®o® AS Aa 


(23). 

Harmony will naturally ariſe. Hes 
not this been evidently the Caſe, fince 
the repealing the Occafional and 
Schiſm Acts? How amicably, and 
with what focial Eſteem, do Church- 
men and Diſſenters now converſe to- 
gether ? You rarely find, in mixed 
Companies, ſuch Heats and Con- 
tentions as formerly, on Account of 
different Perſwaſions; but Temper 
and Candour more generally prevail. 
Well! lay aſide this Mark of Diſtin- 
ton alſo, and the Union will be yet 
more perfect; for as the Occaſions 
of Diviſions are taken away, the Di- 
viſions themſelves will ſubſide and 
die: And can ſeeking this valuable 
End poſhbly give any Umbrage, or 
admit of a wrong Conſtruction in 
' fuch as have the Power over us? 
Or will it not rather carry in it 

. 


(4) 
an undutiful Reflection to | Cup 
it ? 


a if it ſhould be bjefied, If 
this be the Caſe already, and fo hap- 
py an Underſtanding is among us; 
are not you interrupting it by fuch 
an Addreſs ? I anſwer; No; for the | 
Reaſons above ; and becauſe though 


I am Lecommending to Proteſtant Diſ- 


fenters the ſeeking what is their | 

natural Right, as good Subjects I 
am recommending it with Temper | 
and Candour ; and I conceive, they | 
cannot juſtify themſelves to Poſteri- 
ty, if they neglect the favourable 
Opportunity which now offers on 
that Behalf : This, I think, wilt al- 
ways be allowed to be the Right of 
every Britiſb Subject, under due Re- 


| gulation, and in a proper and be- 


: coming 


* 1 25˙09 
* coming Manner, to ſeek for himſelf 
and his Poſterity : And therefore I 
am under no Apprehenſion of the Miſs 
p. interpreting this Deſign; ; and more 
„ | eſpecially when I declare what is my 
h Principal Aim, and of the greateſt 
Importance with me, viz. removing 
Hh the Scandal which 1s given both to 
Infidels and Chriſtians by the groſs 
Proftitution of the holy Sacrament, 


| and the Guilt that is brought on us 
thereby : This, I think, calls us, at 


1 | all Times, and more eſpecially when 
+ a favourable Juncture offers it ſelf, 
4 to bear our Teſtimony againſt it; 


and, ſo far. as lies in our Power, to 
F ; endeavour, by all lawful and pru- 
F dent Methods, to procure its Reſto- 
ration to its r Inſtitution. 1 
can, Gentlemen, with Integrity of 


Y Heart aſſure Jou, that theſe are the 
4 =. 42 real 


real Principles which, have governed 
me; and therefore make no Scru- 
ple of ſubmitting my Thoughts in 
this Manner, to the View of every 
candid and judicious Reader. 


